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broke from Pedro Lopez, and rushing out into the
court, tried to draw his sword ; but the handle was so
entangled in his tabard that he could not succeed, so
he could only run from one end of the court to another,
trying to escape by the closed doors, till the ballesteros
came up with him, knocked him down with a blow on
the head, and despatched him. His attendants were
also pursued and slain, though one of them ran into
the very apartment of Dona Maria, and catching up
her little daughter Beatriz, held her up before him ;
but the king snatched the child away, and struck him
with a dagger before his ruffians came up.
Other murders ensued, and Pedro then set forth
for Biscay; but Tello, getting timely warning, em-
barked at Bermeo. Pedro, following close upon him,
pursued; but the sea was rough and the king was
iforced to land, while his brother safely reached
Bayonne, and he could only murder the wife, who had
been left behind.
There is a ballad on Fadrique's death, describing
Maria de Padilla as looking on with fiendish delight,
and throwing his head to the dogs ; but this was only
from the spirit of popular execration. The poor woman
was most miserable, and died that very year, 1359, °f
a broken heart, leaving four young children—-a son,
who died shortly after ; Beatriz, who took the veil;
Constanza, and Maria. It was the very year of poor
Blanche's death, in her prison at Medina-Sidonia,
though whether she died by Pedro's cruelty is un-
certain. A touching ballad, which of course makes
her die by the hand of a ballestero, makes her say :
" The crown they put upon my head was a crown of blood and
sighs.
God grant me soon another crown, more precious, in the skies 1"

